MI D?WAY

September Sermon Series

Season of Play

For true life, play is not a reward after the “real work.” It’s part of God’s design. Play isn't a
break from faith; it's a reflection of how joyful God is!

Think about it: from God’s wild imagination in Creation, to Jesus' first miracle at a party, the
Bible shows us a God who just loves to have a good time. When the Church gets playful, we're
mirroring God's creativity and showing the world that joy is stronger than fear.

A playful church becomes this living invitation: come on over, join the celebration of God's
delight!

September 6™ - Play is not simply recreation, or rest, or even Sabbath. It's God’s gift to us
that helps us to recognize and respond to God’s delight in us. When we play, we learn to hear
the song God is already singing over us, allowing hope and joy to rise in us rather than relying
solely on our effort.

September 13™ -  Play heals and moves us out of survival mode. God uses delight to unstick
weary people and reopen imagination. When we play, our brains and our spirits move out of
survival mode and into creativity, openness, and trust. It’s not escape from what ails us; it’s
medicine.

September 20" - Joy is good news that people can see. When a community plays well—
laughing, creating, and celebrating together—it shows the delight of God in ways that words
cannot. The gift of play becomes public when our joy turns into visible good news. Every
feast, festival, and shared laugh is a small rehearsal for the great party of God’s Kingdom
coming on earth as it is in heaven. Playful people show the world that grace 1s not only spoken
but celebrated.

Thinking that we have a “Joy in the Wild” Service. Alex and I had talked about throwing the
doors open that morning and he just play some music. That we have communion on the side
walk. It would also be fun to bring out the corn hole game; maybe find some large outdoor
games and place them around the yard, to see if people will stop and play with us

September 27" -  Play turns stuckness into movement and imagination. Play is the lab where
the Spirit teaches us new moves. Playing together as a Church trains us to live with wonder
and curiosity in the face of mystery. In uncertain times, we don’t tighten control but we stay
open instead. Play strengthens our shared capacity to follow God’s surprising movements
together. When the community plays, we remember that faith is not certainty but it’s the joyful
courage to move together into what God 1s doing next.

October 4" World Communion Sunday

To Celebrate World Communion Sunday, the Midway Ministerial Assoc. will :“: *:‘
be bringing our community together for a little different type of Service. ﬁ_f -

Drawing the circle wide the community will be invited to a celebration of
Feast, fellowship, Music, songs and communion at an outdoor service held at
our Midway Christian Church. Gathering around the table together as in
Luke 17 will be the service. Everyone is invited to come join the Celebration
and Communion. MMA Churches will provide chicken etc., Members are =0 & &
encouraged to bring side dishes and desserts. More information will be ¢ Sily
provided soon. - >
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WORSHIP THEMES
FOR SEPTEMBECR

Sunday, September 6, 2026

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Psalm 126: 1-3; Zephaniah 3: 17
Title: “Play & the Gift of God's Delight”

Sunday, September 13, 2026

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Matthew 6: 25-27; Mark 10: 13-16
Title: “Out of Survival”

Sunday, September 20, 2026
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Scripture: Zechariah 8: 4-5; Acts 2: 46-47; John 2: 1-11

Title: “Joy in the Wild"

Sunday, September 27, 2026
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Scripture: Exodus 16: 1-5; Matthew 14: 13-21
Title: “Masterclass for a Stuck Church”
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August was a busy month
Pictures tell it all !!!

Updated, Revamped
Playgroun

New Gutters in the Court Yard,

Fellowship Hall & Parsonage

rr—

B L iy g g F R 7 G or AT

Ice Cream Social & Grand Re-Opening of Playground

SCERVING In SEPT

Clders:

*Dan Roller
Quita Michel

Worship Leaders:
9/6: Kelsy Peterson

9/13: April Forman
9/27: Savanna Wagner

Technology:
James Batts, Ray Clark,
Dick Murphy & Elizabeth Smith

MCC LEADERSHIP

MCC Board Meeting
Sunday, Sept 6™ after Church

Admin Meeting
Thursday, Sept 10" 3:30pm

Care Team
Tuesday, Sept. 8" 6:30pm

Cabinet Meeting
Worship Team
Wednesday, Sept 16™ 6:00pm

Elders Meeting
Monday, Sept 21* 6:30pm

YTD Giving Update
Budgeted to Date, Sept 2026:
S 41,750.00
Received to Date, Sept 10th:

$29,444.00



August
Community Dinner

Cvents
September

Tuesday - Friday, Sept 1-4
Fellowship Hall Rented

Wednesday, Sept. 2,9, 16,23 & 30

Choir Rehearsal 7:00 pm

Thursday, Sept. 17
Keenagers Lunch

Saturday, Sept 19 & Sunday, Sept 20
Midway Fall Festival

Sunday, Sept 20
NO Traditional Church Service

Thursday, Sept 24
Green Chalice Meeting 7:00pm

= Sunday Service Sunday, Sept 27
Ashd Midway Homeplace Service 12:45pm
CiuRCH S[tepte;n:er 2(:1th 1 | Christian CHCH

MCC will NOT be having the norma . R Monday, Sept. 28
morning service. Due to Fall Festival, Conlmunlty Dl]l]l(l]‘ Commu%ity Dr,?nnT
the Fellowship Hall along with Bruen Monday. Sept 28th 6:30 pm

& Church streets will be part of the Fellowship Hall Sunday, October 4

Vendor Tents. However, the doors wil /nx World Communion Sunday

be open & our Organist, Alex Vorhaus All Midway residents Welcome ) W Midyvay Minis?et:ial Assoc.

will be playing for all those Enjoy a good dinner with your community at Midway Christian Church
surrounding . Persons will be nelgihe MID?WAY _ _ o
St L N e B B n s 4102 1 R I s, CHRISTIAN Grief Group will NOT be meeting in Sept
Elders will be present For those in need of Midway delivery L S ant

5Z2nd Annual

Keenagers Lunch

Thursday, Sept. 17th
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Everyone is invited to join
Transportation provided if needed
/ leaving Church at 10:30 am

Taste of Ukraine

106 E Maple St
_ Nicholasville. Ky
/ Sign up Sheet for reservations located next to Saturd ay & Su nday
»\""‘Er-..u - ~ office door or call the office by early morning tl':\éﬂ%h Septem ber 19th & Zoth

KEENAGERS
Enjoying their August Lunch at the

Boone Tavern in Berea, Ky " r Smlday, Se]_)t 27th

|l Worshipm: N wofway 46.' We are asking our members to please
S The Homeplace [ &= ‘i Fac % remain in santuary after the closing
Sunday, Sept 27th Sunday, October 18th of service for a echurch related
12:50 pm 1:00pm A
Everyone is invited to join | 525 Soards . Georgeta hnportant Conversatlon_
TH!EAHOM bty Joinus n the Earmof Jim Leer tocnjoy It will only take a small amout of extra lime
"}TH S I PW&Y ’@ - games, Hayrides. good food & great fellowship. \f : ;

Bring a side dish, chair § drink
Fried Chicken will be provided




Midway Christian Church
123 East Bruen Street
Midway, Kentucky 40347-4548

Return Service Requested

S day Worship Servi MIDAWAY
N unday worshnip Service
CHRISTIAN

10:55 am

In-person and Virtual CHURCH

loving God
R R~ and one another

Church Staff
859-846-4102
Rev. Dr. Heather W. McColl - Minister office@midwaychristian.org
Susan McClees - Communications Coordinator www.midwaychristian.org

Alex Vorhaus - Music Director
Jestine Johnson - Custodian
James Batts - Audio Visual Technician
Karen Murphy - Book Keeper
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