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2025 Advent Theme
The Weary Wortd Rejoices

Joy 1s often a companion to many other emotions. We can feel joy in addition to
feeling many other things at once: grief, anticipation, anxiety, excitement,
disappointment, exhaustion. Perhaps many of us live with the myth that joy 1s
not something we deserve—or that 1t 1s wholly out of reach. But our joy is rooted
in the truth that we belong to God. Can you tether yourself to that deep truth?

You deserve to feel joy—{fully. The world needs your joy, even if you are weary.
Our joy 1s better when it 1s shared. This theme of course alludes to a line in the
familiar Christmas hymn, “O Holy Night,”2 which has an interesting history. The
song was originally written by a French poet who was atheist, and the music was
supplied by a Jewish composer. The hymn was later translated into English by an
American Unitarian minister. In the 1800s, it became a popular hymn for
Christian abolitionists due to its justice-focused language in verse 3. Like Mary’s
song, the hymn reminds us that justice and joy belong together. Sometimes our
joy 1s an act of resistance. And so, this Advent, we will hold space for our
weariness and our joy. We will seek a “thrill of hope™ in our hurting world. Each
week of our series, we respond to the question, “How Does a Weary World
Rejoice™ with a statement inspired by our scriptures. These texts bring us into a
space of possibility; in them, we find rhythms for rejoicing, even in the midst of
difficult circumstances. Each weekly sub-theme 1s a “we” statement because joy 18
deeply relational and rooted in the fact that we belong to God. As we move

through our series, we hope to create

space for acknowledging the weariness of our world while celebrating God’s
closeness with great joy. We will welcome joy—even and especially if, like the
prophet Isaiah said, while we cry out for comfort (Isaiah 40:1). In this weary
world, may we find many ways to rejoice as we claim our thrill of hope.

OUR ADVENT SEASON DEVOTIONALS

The season of Advent 1s upon us—a season
that invites us into the tension of ‘already’ and
‘not yet,” where we hold the fragile hope that
everything broken will be made whole, that
every sorrow will be met with joy, and that
every deep longing will be filled with love. It’s
about finding a way to sit with the messiness
of life while still holding on to the promise of
what’s to come.

This year, we invite you to embrace the
Advent and Christmas season as it 15—

imperfect, beautiful, and real. Join us 1n this
journey with our 4-week daily devotional, The
Weary World Rejoices. Will be available 1n the
Church Entry.
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WORSHIP THEMES
FOR NOVEMBECR

Sunday, November 2, 2025

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: lsaiah 25: 6-10a

Title: “Build a Bigger Table: Feast For All”

Sunday, November 9, 2025
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Luke 14: 7-24

Title: “Build a BiggerTable: Who is Coming
to Dinner?”

Sunday, November 16, 2025

Twenty -Third Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: 1°* Corinthians 11: 17-34b
Title: “Build a BiggerTable: Do This In
Rememberance of Me”

Sunday, November 23, 2025
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Thanksgiving Sunday

Scripture: Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Title: “Thanksgiving for the Harvest”

Sunday, November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent

Scripture: Luke 1: 1-23

Title: “How does a weary world rejoice?
We Acknowledge our weariness”
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OCTOBER EVENTS
October was a busy month with lots of events to keep the church busy and entertained. SGRVING THIS

Weather not perfect, we had our church Fall Picnic here at the Fellowship Hall. Great food and MONTH
fellowship with a break 1n the rain to enjoy some outside time playing games.
Community Dinner was the annual Burgoo. Thanks to Rick & Wilda Caudle for preparing a

delicious meal for the community of Midway to enjoy. It was delicious. Gld ers

And then there was Halloween! The Care Team set up and enjoyed an evening of visiting Trick *

or Treaters, fortunately no trickers, while filling their buckets and bags with lots of treats all *Sandy GI‘U ZESky
donated by the church members. Alex even set up a free coffee station for the adults. Weather OUit a MI ChEl

was good and everyone enjoyed the evening. Numerous patrons commented on how we had the
best place to visit.

Pictures of these events are below.

Worship Leaders:

11/2: Janine Damran
11/9: Adele Dickerson
11/16: Jim Leer

11/23: Bobbie Dare
11/30: Janie Stout

Technology:
James Batts, Ray Clark,
Dick Murphy

MCC LEADERSHIP

MCC Board Meeting
12:30pm Sunday, November 2

Admin Meeting
10:00am Thursday, November 6

Care Team Meeting
6:30pm Monday, November 3

Worship Team Meeting
7:00pm Monday, November 10

MCC Elders Meeting
6:30pm Monday, November 17

MCC Cabinet Meeting
6:00pm Wednesday, Nov. 19

In Loving Memory I'n oy
of MCC Member: |‘% TR
Leighton Riddle =
) December 30, 1936
Zegsy ovember 1, 2025 > . Lot YTD Givirlg Update
.\ Y 1' "! 11/2025 - 8/2026

/Pravers for Marlene, Sons 5 |-

Budgeted to Date: S 79,000.00
Received to Date: S 73,959.30




NOVEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL - GREATFUL

The following films contain conversations inspired by Diana Butler-Bass® book Grateful: The
Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. In her book, Diana not only offers us an opportunity for
a personal and systemic transformation, but welcomes us into her own personal journey with
gratitude. These films are not necessarily arranged in the same order of the book, but are a
reflection of how I naturally progressed through my own growth with the series. My hope and
prayer 1s that these films lead you to a deeper truth in your spiritual growth and inspire you to
move outward into the world with the kind of generosity and gratitude that defies systems of
scarcity and brings healing to the world.
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/film-series/grateful

5™ Sermni-Annual

NEW-2-U SALE

Saturday November 15th, 10am-3pm

at The Midway Christian Church
Fellowship Hall

123 E. Bruen Street, Midway

NEW™

T

S u nday' N ovem ber 16th New and gently used items of all kinds--perfect for holiday or
6:30 pm Fellowship Hall ey G ey oo e o vouel

Contacts: Susan Caldwell - 4creatingpaths@gmail.com or
Wendy Sue Wahl - withinview@gmail.com

Thes Event i not sponsoned by The Midway Chinstian Chisrch
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Poinsettias

To honor or remember your loved ones
during the Christmas season

Order by December 10th

for vour tribute to be included in the church display
Poinseltia price $15.00

To order vour In Honor/In Memory of
Poinsetia Contact MCC Church ofTice at
859-846-4102, Mail or use QR code

Taler Peelin @G
Parly

. For the preparation 1;, e -
" of our Thanksgiving v
Community Dinner
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Sunday, Nov 23rd
after church

heenagers Lunch
Thursday, November 20th
11:30 am - Leaving church at 11:00am

Volunteers are needed

Anyone is invited to join. \:? I %
" . " 4 & n r a »
Transportation provided if needed. - oy B8N !i‘?

he:
.
Honeywootdl Resturant JOINUSAT

Located in Fritz Farm

110 Summit #140
MID?WAY :
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH Lexinton, Ky
vl ome wigthe Sign up Sheet for reservations is
located next to office door.

Midway Christian Church
Stained Glass Windows
Restoration Fund
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The Church has begun the project of
restoring the outside protective glass on our
beautiful windows. This is a much needed,
costly improvement, aprox. $2,000 each.To

donate Specifically to this Project
(note *Windows" on memo line)

Mail to:
MCC PO Box 4548 Midway, Ky 40347
To donate online, go to

midwaychristian.org/windows
or scan the QR code
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MIDWAY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
MMA THANKSGIVING

COMMUNITY DINNER

PARTICIPATING MMA CHURCH MEMBERS POTLUCK:

WELCOME ARE: SIDE DISHES, SALADS & DESSERTS
[TURKEY, DRESSING, MASHED POTATOES, GREEN BEANS & ROLLY
ALREADY PROVIDED)

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH
DINNER BEGINS AT 5:30 PM

FSVP IS NECESSARY S0 THAT WE HAVE AN ESTRATE OF ATTENDAMNCE, CALL MO0
OFFICE AND BESVITAT 859 840 €002 M F OAM 2500 O LEAVE A MESSAGE

FOLLOWED BY
ICOMMUNITY THANRKSGIVING

SERVICE
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH

NOV. EGvents

Wednesday, Nov 5 121 & 19th
Handbell Rehearsal 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Choir Rehearsal 7:00 - 8:00 pm

Tuesday, Nov. 4", 11" & 18th
Cub Scout's 6:00 pm FH

Saturday, Nov 15%
New 2 You Sale FH 10am - 3 pm

Sunday, Nov. 16th
Grief Group FH 6:30 pm

Thursday, Nov. 20th
Keenagers Lunch 11:30 am

Green Chalice Meeting 7:00 pm

Monday, Nov. 24th
5:30pm Community Dinner
7:00 pm MMA Thanksgiving

Service at MCC

Thursday, Nov. 27th
THANKSGIVING DAY

Thursday & Friday Nov. 27" & 28"
MCC Office Closed

Saturday, Nov 29"
MCC Choir Retreat 10am - 2pm

Sunday, Nov. 30"
Advent Begins

Homeplace Service 12:45 pm

LW

& MCC OFFICE
WILL BE

CLOSED &

ON THURSDAY NOVEMBER 27TH
AND FRIDAY NOVEMBER 28TH

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

3
F 4

Midway Christian Church

Choir Retreat

Saturday, November 29th
10am - 2pm

Anyone that would be interested in

joining with the choir during the Advent

and Christmas season is welcome



