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Join us Sunday August 3 as we begin a new worship series,

“tive Smooth Stoves: Duilding a
Relationship with God

1 Samuel 17: 38-40
38 Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head and clothed him
with a coat of mail. 39 David strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he tried in vain to
walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for 1
am not used to them.” So David removed them. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand and
chose five smooth stones from the wadi and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his
sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine.

This 1s just a small bit of David’s story. It tells of David’s interactions and
conversations right before he is to meet Goliath. What I find fascinating about
this story 1s that David tried to put on armor to fight Goliath, but 1t didn’t work.
The need for unbendable hard metal to protect him was not what David needed
in that moment. It is almost as if the author is reminding us that the hard and
harsh ways of the world are not God’s ways.

Instead, David chooses five smooth stones to defeat the giant. He “was able to
bring down Goliath not with sword and shield but with faith grounded in lived
experience of God’s care and love”. And in doing so, he changed the world.
This image of the five stones and their meaning has captivated people of faith’s
imagination for generations. Knowing that David spent time with God, learning
how to trust and have faith, many agree that the five stones represent the habits
and discipline God uses to transform us into the people God calls us to be. The
“smooth stones” correspond to “truths” or things we have learned and have used
to anchor our lives to overcome those Goliaths keeping us from being our best
selves.

In today’s life circumstances, personally, in our families and nationally, the
Goliaths of our time are creating an atmosphere of worry and fear, trying to
intimidate us, to silence us, trying to break the bonds of community. The
antidote to all this lies 1n” strengthening our relationship with God through
these five stones...faith, trust, courage, obedience, and praise.
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WORSHIP THEMES
FOR AUGUST

Sunday, August 3, 2025

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Scripture: Hebrews 11: 1-11; 17-34; 39-40
Title: “Faith: Meaning, Hope and
Direction”

Sunday, August 10, 2025

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Jeremiah 17: 5-8
Title: “Trust: One Day at a Time”

Sunday, August 17, 2025

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Philippians 4: 4-13

Title: “Courage: Love Conquers All”

Sunday, August 24, 2025

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: 1 John 5: 1-5
Title: “Obedience: Only Kindness Matters”

Sunday, August 31, 2025

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture: Psalm 103: 1-11
Title: “Praise: More than Words”

with
COURAGE
Obedience

TRUST

Praise



Midway Christian Church participated in the sponsorship of
Midway’s first “Nature Camp” on July 25" & 26th. Several of
our members including Sandy Gruzesky and Janie Stout
participated in this event at Walter Bradley Park which was
an opportunity to grow their relationship with nature.
Subjects included learning of trees, birds, pollinators and
water while also included yoga, arts, and having lots of fun.
Midway Christian 1s proud to be a participant in activities as
this and a Kentucky Green Chalice Church.
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AUGUST SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES

TO STAND AGAIN: PRACTICES FOR THE RESURRECTED
LIFE

In this series, authors and scholars, pastors and professors, reflect on a life lived on this side of
the resurrection. If the resurrection did happen, then there must be some difference not only in
our lives, but also for the world. What is the hope when faced with death, decay, and brokenness?
How can one survive the destructive powers of this world? The answer to this question involves a
journey into the tomb and an emergence out of it.

The curriculum includes 8 films with accompanying leaders guides.

SESSION TITLES AND FILMS

1. RESURRECTION AS THE MYSTERY OF EMBODIED LIFE // Dwight Peterson “Resurrection” video

2.RESURRECTION AS INHABITING TRUTH // Fr. Greg Boyle, S.J. “The Risen Christ Reality” video

3.RESURRECTION AS WORSHIP // Sara Miles “Raising the Dead” video

4. RESURRECTION AS LIFE// Marguerrite '""Maggy' Barankitse “Life Wins” video

5.RESURRECTION AS SOMETHING NEW /] Miroslav Volf “Something New” video

6. RESURRECTION AS RISING FROM THE DEEP // Danielle Shroyer “All the Way Down” video

7.RESURRECTION AS ENERGY // Paul Fromberg “Resurrection Energy” video

8. RESURRECTION AS THE BEGINNING // Dwight Peterson “This Is Not the End” video

SCERVING THIS
MONTH

Clders:
*Carl Rollins
Adele Dickerson

Worship Leaders:
8/3: Cindy Batts

8/10: Elizabeth Smith
8/17: Adam Smith
8/24: Wendy Sue Wahl
8/31: Jeanne Clark

Technology:
James Batts, Ray Clark,
Dick Murphy
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MCC LEADERSHIP

MCC Board Meeting
12:30pm Sunday, August 3

MCC Admin Meeting
12:30pm Sunday, August 10

Care Team Meeting
6:30pm Monday August 4

Worship Team Meeting
7:00pm Monday August 11

MCC Elders Meeting
6:30pm Monday August 18

MCC Cabinet Meeting
6:00pm Wednesday August 20
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YTD Giving Update
7/2025 - 7/2026
Budgeted to Date: S 19,000.00

Received to Date: S 12,193.81



Keenagers Lunch Adventures

KEENAGER’S have enjoyed another adventure in July, traveling to

Bardstown, Ky. Their lunch destination was The Old Talbott Inn, a o
historic restaurant and inn opend 1n 1779. According to members the
drive was enjoyable, Bardstown charm was enticing, and the food was

delicious. These adventures each month are not only an opportunity to

visit new places and enjoy the local eateries, it 1s a relaxed gathering
with fellow church members to build relationships. Everyone is invited

to join. In August they are planning a trip to Shelbyville and enjoy
lunch at another historic location, The Bell House. If you would like to

join them just sign up on list located next to office or contact the

church office so that proper reservations can be made. If you need
transportation the group will provide that service. An 11:30 lunch time
1s the goal therefore those going will be leaving the church at 10:30am.

“Car Boot/Trunk Give Away"

Monday
~ Aug 4™ & 11™

We are cleaning out the Basement
and will be giving away items
at the Farmers Market
Donations accepted
To HELP
Be at the church at 2:30 to load
and at Farmers Market at 3:00
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GREEN CHALICE

MEETING
—, Thursday, Aug 28th

7:00 p.m

E Midway Christian Church g

Fellowship Hall

All who are interested in caring for God's
creation are welcome to attend!

Midway Christian Church is a Certified Green Chalice Congregation
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I would like to personally extend a true
THANK YOU to all my fellow Church

Members for the support. care, concern, prayers

and love they have shared with me this month
following my unfortunate, unscheduled heart —

attack. It totally shook my world but with the
support and encouragement I received from

. % - 3
everyone, it has shown me much about kindness. ) N

QOur members and community are so special and
| am so proud to be a part of
Midway Christian Church
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Sunday, August 17th 6:30 pm

Fellowship Hall

Kieenagers L““Gh

11:30 am - Leaving churchat 10:30am

Anyone is invited to join.
Transportation provided if needed.

The Bell House

From a home to a Restaurant serving
delicious food in a beautiful atmosphere

| 721 Main Street Shelbyville, KY
MID?W AY -
Cﬂﬁf-ﬁ{é‘?f‘j Sign up Sheet for reservations is
o e § located next to office door.

Sunday, August 17th
Midway Christian Church
2025-2026

Installation Service

of Oﬂici,al Oﬂicer*s.
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o 3:00 -5:30 pm

New Location on Church Street

between Midway Christian Church
& old Fire Dept Building on € Breun St
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August Cvents

Wednesday, August 6™, 13", 20",

27th

Choir Rehearsal 7:00 - 8:00 pm

Thursday, August 14th
1** Day of Woodford County Schools

Thursday, August 21st
Keenagers Lunch 11:30am

Sunday, August 17th
MCC 2025-26
Officer Installation

During morning Church Service
Grief Group 6:30 pm

Monday, August 4™ & 11™
2:30 pm Car Trunk/Book Give Away
Farmers Market

Monday, August 25th
6:00pm Community Dinner

Tuesday, August 26th
6:00pm Cub Scout Cookout

Thursday, August 28th
7:00pm Green Chalice Meeting

Midway
: Christian Church

Commumtg Dinner
Monday. August 25th

6:30 pm =\

All Midway residents Welcome w
Enjoy a good dinner with your community neighbors

Dine In or Delivery for those who are in need. MIDAWAY
Must RSVP the church by Monday 24th at Noon. CHRISTIAN
Call 859-846-4102 M - F 9:00 am - 12:00 pm CHURCH

-l e
I\

Y= T

5

WaNVaas @ Y iIE

I'n.‘vmg God
and one another

Midway Christian Church
Stained Glass Windows
Restoration Fund

The Church has begun the project of

donate Specifically to this Project
(note “Windows” on memo line)

Mail to:

MCC PO Box 4548 Midway, Ky 40347
To donate online, go to

midwaychristian.org/windows
or scan the QR code
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restoring the outside protective glass on our
beautiful windows. This is a much needed,
costly improvement, aprox. $2,000 each.To



