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Excerpts from “Bitter & Sweet” A Journey into Easter
Tsh Oxenreider

The last week of Lent 1s called Holy Week, beginning with the Sunday before

Easter and ending on the day we commemorate the resurrection of Christ. Many
Christian traditions walk through the final days of Jesus on earth in “real time,”
remembering day by day the events that led to his crucifixion.

Palm Sunday 1s the Sunday before Easter, when we remember Jesus’ arrival in
Jerusalem with his disciples for the Passover feast. He entered the city riding on a
donkey (which fulfilled an Old Testament prophecy) to the adulation of a crowd
who laid down their cloaks amd palm leaves in homage, eager to see this teacher
they had heard so much about.

On Spy Wednesday, we remember that Jesus was betrayed by Judas, one of his
twelve disciples, and that Christ was ultimatly sentenced to death by the Roman
government because of the treachery of one who knew him well.

The final three days of the Holy Week are known as the Triduum (meaning “three
days” in Latin), starting the evening of Holy or Maundy Thursday and moving
into Good Friday and Holy Saturday, continuing until dusk on Easter Sunday.
These are considered the most significant days in the entire Church calendar.

Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper and Jesus’ final intimate words
to his disciples. Here, he washed their feet, called the bread and wine his body and
blood, and comforted them with news of the Holy Spirit’s arrival even though he
would soon leave them.

On Good Friday, we recognize Jesus’ sacrifice for all humans for all time by
allowing himself to be crucified,even though he was without sin. Through this
sacrifice, he conquered death’s eternal sting, freeing us to live eternally, even with
an eventual bodily resurrection of our own. Truly, this is good news!

Holy Saturday is quiet, reminiscent of the silence kept by Jesus’ faithful followers
as they waited. His body lay in a tomb, and seemed all was lost. Would Christ truly
rise again? Had human beings snuffed out the Son of God? Truly not. His most
loyal disciples were left in confusion and uncertainty, and the women came to the
tomb to tend to Jesus’ decaying body.

Finally, after the triduum of Holy Week, we breathe a sigh of relief and rejoice:
Christ has been raised from the dead! We are free and he is alive. Truly the best news
of all eternity.
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WORSHIP THEMES
FOR APRIL

Sunday, April 6, 2025
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Scripture: Jeremiah 31: 31-34
John 12: 20-23
Title: “Again & Again, We Are Reformed”

Sunday, April 13, 2025

Palm Sunday

Scripture: John 12: 1-19

Title: “Again & Again, We Draw On
Courage”

Sunday, April 20, 2025

EASTER Sunday

Scripture: Mark 16: 1-8

Title: “Again & Again, The Sun Rises”

Sunday, April 27, 2025
Second Sunday of Easter

Earth Sunday

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3: 1-15
Guest Speaker: Phil Case



Notes on Lent

® From our March 30" Guest Speaker ¢

James Carliton-Paget

Lent is a time of renewal, for it is lived in the shadow of the anticipated resurrection of Jesus.
While it may be a period marked by self-denial (that old habit of giving things up), in some sense
reflecting Jesus’ self-denial in the desert (stripped alters, sack cloth, ashes), it 1s not self-denial for
it’s own sake, purposeless and overridingly gloomy. But it is bound up with sweeping and cleaning
a space in our mind and our hearts so that we are better prepared to embrace new life through the
feast of the resurrection. Lent, after all, in old english, means Spring, and Spring is precisely a
season of renewal, of the commencement of the restoration of a more vocal and vivid presence of
nature, a time of life, as with the resurrection, bursting through. Lived in the shadow of the
resurrection, Lent, the season of renewal, is also, then, a period of hope, but not rootless,
meaningless hope, but a hope seen through the image of the resurrected Christ who died for us, a
hope based upon a sense of moral purposefulness.

Lent, then, 1s a time of reflection, of engaging in a spiritual and mental spring clean in the face of
the anticipated hope of new life through the resurrection at Easter, thinking again how our action
as Christians, in our own particular settings, can embody that state of restored humanity which
the death and resurrection of Jesus has reflected. As the poet put it:
Gazing deep, beyond the surface,

Finding purpose in our service,

In Lent, our soul’s resurface,
Reflection, our spiritual furnace.

MMA Ash Wednesday Service

The Midway Ministerial Assoc. held a
lovely Ash Wednesday service on the
evening of March 5™ at the Midway
Presbyterian Church. The MMA active
ministers all took part, with our
Heather McColl placing the blessings
of the ashes. The Presbyterian Choir
entertained with pleasing
hymns.Pictured are just a few of the
MCC members who attended.
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Midway Christian Church 1s welcoming Phil Case as our special guest for our Earth Sunday
Celebration ! Phil served as minister of Warsaw Christian Church ( Disciples of Christ) for over 20
years and is currently auther for the State Journal’s column “Planting by the Signs”. He will be our
Special Guest Speaker along with sharing his insights reguarding the signs of the Heavens and Earth
at our Earth Sunday Worship Service April 27,

After the worship service we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a local foods potluck lunch.
The Midway Community is invited to join us. During this gathering, Phil will provide a more in-
depth message regarding his work with the earth following lunch. Please join us and invite your
friends.

Keenagers Lunch

Midway Christian Church Keenagers Lunch group treated themselves to a delicious lunch at the
Historic Boone Tavern in Berea, Ky for their March adventure. With warmer temps approching
this 1s a great time to get involed. April Lunch is at Windy Corner Market. Sign up now to enjoy

delicious food, a travel adventure and excellent company.

April
Kheenagers Lunch

Thursday, April 17th
11:30 am

Anyone is invited to join.
Transportation provided if needed.

Winely Gorner Market
4595 Bryan Station Rd.
MIDIWAY Lexington, KY

CHRISTIAN
CHURCH Sign up Sheet for reservations is
located next to office door.

SCERVING THIS
MONTH

Clders:
*Dan Roller
Dick Murphy

Worship Leaders:
4/6: Sandy Gruzesky
4/13: Carl Rollins

4/20: lan Thurman
4/27: Janie Stout

Technology:
James Batts, Ray Clark,
Dick Murphy

MCC LEADERSHIP

Board Meeting
Sunday, April 6th 12:30pm

Care Team
Monday, April 7th 6:30pm

Staff Meeting
Tuesday, April 8th 12:30pm

Admin Meeting
Sunday, April 13th 12:30pm

Worship Team
Monday, April 14th 7:00pm

Elders Meeting
Monday, April 21st 6:30pm

YTD Giving Update
Budgeted to Date: S
Received to Date: S



GREEN CHALICE

MEETING
—, Thursday, April 24

7 :00 p.m. 5
Midway Christian Church

Fellowship Hall
All who are interested in caring for God's
creation are welcome to attend!

April Cvents

Tuesday,_April 8, 15
Cub Scouts 6:00pm FH

Wednesday, April 2, 9, 16, 23,30

Midway Christian Church is a Certified Green Chalice Congregation "i SundaYI April 27th 6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 7_'00 pm
Fellowship Hall

r“’ e * Wednesday, April 23 & 30

“I‘or everythmg there is a i Handbell Rehearsal 6:00 pm
season, and a time for every
matter under heaven” Thursday, April 17
Bal’"l sundag Service Keenagers Lunch 11:30 am
Windy Corner Market

April 271h MAUNDY THURSDAY Service

7:00 pm Fellowship Hall

Guest Speaker: Phil Case

MID?WAY Phil Case will also join us after Friday, April 18

CHRISTIAN church for those who are GOOD FRIDAY
Cﬂpﬂﬂi interested in a more in depth MCC Office Closed

and one another

presentation

Sunday, April 20th
EASTER SUNDAY

The Homeplace
Visit
March 30™ 2025
mm Iwm

Thursday, April 24
Green Chalice Meeting 7:00pm

Sunday, April 27

EARTH SUNDAY
Guest Speaker: Phil Case

Grief Group 6:30 pm

Monday, April 28
COMMUNITY DINNER 6:30 pm

MIDIWAY @aster Flower Fund

CHURCH
loving God
and one another Changes made for 2025

Plants will be purchased for our Easter Service along
with our gardens & landscape.
In Honor & In Memory will still be included.
Please note those items.
Donations of any amount accepted.
Midway Christian Church
PO Box 4548 Midway, Ky
40347http5 //form. jutfnrm com/240426535751152
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