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Again & Again
A Lenten Refrain

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us.
We doubt again, we lament again, we mess up again. Again and again, the story of
Jesus on the cross repeats—every time lives are taken unjustly, every time the
powerful choose corruption and violence, every time individuals forget how to love.
With exacerbation we exclaim, “Again?! How long, O God?” And yet, in the midst
of the motion blur chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred refrain: “I choose you, I
love you, I will lead you to repair.” Again and again, God breaks the cycle and
offers us a new way forward. This theme provides a clear invitation in a time when
much is unclear. [Yet even in the uncertainty, we know we can] come to God again
and again with our prayers, our dreams, our hopes, and our doubts. We will
continue to love God with the same persistence God chooses and claims us. Our
sub-theme, A Lenten Refrain, speaks to the ways God can make music of our lives.
“Refrain” also reminds us that Lent is a season of abstaining from certain or
harmful practices in order to take on new rhythms and habits. In this season, we
need rituals—both old and new—to remember and be transformed. Embodied
practice builds muscle memory. Repetition helps retrain our neural pathways. We
need the 46 days of Lent because this season shapes us into more faithful disciples.
Join us this Lent as again and again, we bring all of who we are to God and trust
that God will meet us, time and again, along the way.
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WORSHIP THEMES
FOR MARCH

Sunday, March 2, 2025

Eighth Sunday after Epiphany
Scripture: Luke 6: 39 - 49

Title: “A House Without a Foundation”

Sunday, March 9, 2025
First Sunday in Lent

Scripture: Genesis 9: 8 - 17
Title: “Again & Again, God Meets Us”

Sunday, March 16, 2025

Second Sunday in Lent

Scripture: Mark 8:31/9:8

Title: “Again & Again, We Are Called to
Listen”

Sunday, March 23, 2025
Third Sunday in Lent
Scripture: John 2:13 - 22;
Corinthians 1: 18 - 25
Title: “Again & Again, We Are Shown the
Way”

Sunday, March 30, 2025

Forth Sunday in Lent

Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-10

Title: “Again & Again, God Loves First”



marching from pain to possibility = SERVING THIS
MONTH

MCC Sunday School Series Thru Lent

Pain proposes perplexing questions: What is the meaning of pain? How can I survive it? elde]'s3

pain; it invites us to look at our lives and our deepest longings for healing, restoration, and OU Ita MlChEI
fulfillment. Etta Manor

These films are invitations to enter into a journey of making sense of our deepest desires that

What do I do with 1t? However, Lent offers a way of grappling with the unintelligibility of

comes from pain and woundedness. The curriculum that follows each film offers ways to

Worship Leaders:

reflect and find that place of pain, and at the same time, that place of wholeness and healing.

Practices will be suggested as invitations to examine both our wounds and the wounds of 3/2: Wyatt Walker
others and see how we might bring peace and healing. The desert is a place void of easy fixes, 3/9: Jim Leer

but it can also be where we find who we truly are. 3/16: Carl Rollins

The curriculum, written by Phuc Luu, includes 5 sessions with an accompanying discussion 3/23: San dy Gruze Sky
guide.

3/30: James Carlton Paget
SESSION TITLES AND FILMS

« SESSION ONE // Surrendering to Pain - “Infinitely Trustworthy” film with James Technology:
Finely James Batts, Ray Clark,
« SESSION TWO // Giving Voice to Pain - “Pain and Marching” film with Peter Block Dick Murphy

and Walter Brueggemann

« SESSION THREE // Unmasking the Scapegoat - “Subversion from Within” film with
James Alison

« SESSION FOUR // The Possibility of Wounds - “Pain to Possibility” film with Marlon

Hall MCC LEADERSHIP

« SESSION FIVE // Sitting with the Wounded - “Healing Justice” film Faith Matters
Network’s Jennifer Bailey, Robyn Henderson-Espinoza, and Micky Scott Bey Jones . Board Meeting

Sunday, March 2nd 12:30pm

Care Team
Monday, March 3rd 6:30pm

Staff Meeting
Tuesday, March 4th 10:00am

Bitter and Sweet:
A Jou'r"neg into Easter

The theme of bitterness runs through Bible as a sour reminder of sin’s presence in our world

Admin Meeting
Sunday, March 9th 12:30pm

—yet it’s because of this bitterness that Jesus’ grace 1s so sweet and satisfying. As we learn to

turn from our vices and crave real beauty, goodness, and truth through the pursuit of WOI‘Ship Team
virtues, we grow nearer to God and become more like who He made us to be. Monday, March 10th 7:00pm
From Tsh Oxenreider, bestselling author of Shadow and Light: A Journey into Advent, Elders Meeting
arrives a devotional to help you meditate and rejoice in the transcendent miracle of Easter. Mond ay, March 17th 6: 30pm
You will...
« uncover what it means to participate in the liturgical traditions of Lent, from fasting to Cabinet

almsgiving

« experience artwork and music that illuminate the impact—both personal and global-—of WedneSday’ March20th
Jesus’s death and resurrection 6:OOpm

« contemplate the wonder of Christ’s redemption of all humankind, especially as this time
of introspection reveals your human limitations.

(A Kindle Version 1s available) YTD GIVI“Q Update
Budgeted to Date: $ 118,666.64
Received to Date: S 121,633.54
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NOTE TO SELF

Lent is not about becoming
perfect, but rather it is about
growing in your faith.

My Paily Prayen

Bless me, heavenly Father,
Forgive my erring ways,

Grant me strength to serve Thee,

Put purpose in my days.
Give me understanding
Enough to make me kind
So I may judge all people

With my heart and not my mind.

And teach me to be patient
In everything I do,
Content to trust Your wisdom
And to follow after You.
And help me when I falter
And hear me when I pray
And receive me in Thy kingdom
To dwell with Thee some day.
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Sunday, March 16th 6:30 pm

Fellowship Hall

Mdrch 9th

GERS Lunch

larch 20th 11:30am

one Tavern Resturant
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With the blossoming of each flower,
spring whispers tales of resilience and
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March Gvents

Tuesday,_ March 4, 11,18
Cub Scouts 6:00pm

Wednesday, March 5
" Ash Wednesday Service 7:00pm

Wednesday, March 5,12, 19, 26
Choir Rehearsal 7:00 pm
Exception March 5th 6:15-6:45

Wednesday, March 12, 19, 26
Handbell Rehearsal 6:00 pm

Sunday, March 16
Grief Group 6:30 pm

Monday,_ March 17
St. Patrick’s Day

Thursday, March 20
Keenagers Lunch 11:30 am
Berea / Boone Tavern

Sunday, March 30
Worship Service at The Homeplace 12:45pm

Monday, March 31
COMMUNITY DINNER 6:30 pm
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Community Dinner

All Midway residents Welcome
Enjoy a good dinner with your community neighbors
Dine In or Delivery for those who are in need.
Must RSVP the church by Monday 30th at Noon.
Call 859-846-4102 M - F 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Worship at

MID?WAY
CHRISTIAN

gt The Homeplace

nd ong anothir

Sunday, March 30th
12:45 pm

Everyoneis invited to join

THE HOMEPLACE
AT MIDWAY

A GREEN HOUSE® RESIDENCE

A Christian Care Community



